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him outside the city and stoned him to death with stones]” (1 Kings 
21:13). 


[M] But the following names are secular and not holy: Full of grace, 
Merciful, Long-suffering, Full of mercy, King [72a] of Kings, 
Most High, Great, Awesome, Elevated, Powerful, Righteous, 
Upright, Pious, Perfect, Powerful — lo, these are non-divine. 


The following names are not to be divided: Amiel, Amishadai, Suriel, 
Surishadai, Gamaliel, Padahsur, and Padahel. 


These are names that are divided: Beth El, Beth On; [also] Ha rah Api 
[e.g. Deut. 7:4] [e.g. Deut. 31:17], Poti, Fera, Saphenat Puneah. 


As to the word Halleluyah, Rab and Samuel — one of them said, “It is 
two words, Hallel Yah,” and the other said, “It is one word, 
Halleluyah.” 


[B] The one who said that it is two words maintains that it may be 
divided, but it may not be erased. 


[C] The one who said that it is one word holds that it may be erased, 
and it may not be divided [lest the Yah stand alone as the Divine 
Name]. 


[D] But we do not know who has said this view and who has 
expressed that one. 


[E] On the basis of the following statement of Rab [we may draw 
the appropriate conclusion]. For Rab said, “I heard from my 
be loved uncle [Hiyya]: ‘If someone should give me a book of 
Psalms written by R. Meir, I should remove every appearance 
of the word ‘Halleluyah’ in it, for he did not have the intention 
of consecrating [the yah put of the word, as God’s 
name].’ [That is, he knew that the yah is not God’s name in this 
context. |” 


[F] Consequently, it follows that Rab is the one who held that it 
is one word [and so may be erased]. 


[G] A statement by rabbis differs [with Rab’s view]. For R. 
Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi said, “With ten 
synonyms of praise was the book of Psalms stated: with 
‘fortune,’ ‘victory,’ ‘melody,’ ‘maskil,’ ‘psalm,’ ‘song,’ 
‘joy, ‘thanksgiving,’ ‘prayer,’ and ‘blessing.’ The 
greatest of all is the word ‘Halleluyah,’ because both 


